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The Matrix is a powerful tool to 
manage related stock items that 
may share characteristics
• Example – for ordering clothing, you may need to sell multiple sizes 

and colors of the same shirt design, how do you manage those and 
keep track of which ones you have already entered on the order and 
which ones still need to be added.

• Although color and size are frequently referenced, other variables can 
also be used – e.g. type of material (for woods – oak, pine, balsa, 
bamboo, ebony, maple, teak, etc.).
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Enter the Matrix… 
(of course we were waiting to use that line)
In Order Entry, the Matrix appears like this:
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Right here, we have a single style of jacket, and all the color size 
combinations for the order visible in one place.  Once you are 
done here…..
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Exiting the Matrix…..
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All the values in the 
grid are converted into 
lines on the sales order 
– much faster and more 
accurate than keying 
them in one at a time.
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In purchasing, you can select to Purchase for 
the Matrix, and then enter all the quantities 
for the group in a single screen.
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In Receiving, yellow fields show 
which items have qtys to receive
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Managing the Matrix

• If you define the row and column values, the system can generate 
stock item numbers for you for new products.

• Or you can assign existing stock numbers to row/column 
combinations you already have in place.
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When you first define your matrix, 
you can enter existing stock items
or the matrix proposes ones for you.
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Items in red are proposed stock 
items that don’t exist yet
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The system gives you the option to 
create stock records using a 
template record you define.
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You can also specify pricing across 
the group items you create.
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The created stock items have a 
prefix you define and then row and 
column values.
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As you can see, the matrix can 
accommodate many rows and 
columns.
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Questions
Connect with your 
Southware Solution 
Partner
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Thank You Sponsors!
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Coming Up Next…


